Virginia Commonwealth University Fall Commencement Program [corrected copy] by Virginia Commonwealth University
Virginia Commonwealth University 
VCU Scholars Compass 
VCU Commencement Programs VCU University Archives 
2013 
Virginia Commonwealth University Fall Commencement Program 
[corrected copy] 
Virginia Commonwealth University 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarscompass.vcu.edu/vcucommence 
 
© Virginia Commonwealth University 
Downloaded from 
https://scholarscompass.vcu.edu/vcucommence/70 
This Program is brought to you for free and open access by the VCU University Archives at VCU Scholars Compass. 
It has been accepted for inclusion in VCU Commencement Programs by an authorized administrator of VCU 
Scholars Compass. For more information, please contact libcompass@vcu.edu. 
A VCU University Relations publication
an equal opportunity/affirmative action university  
130623-01
V I R G I N I A  C O M M O N W E A L T H  U N I V E R S I T Y
 1 8 3 8 – 2 0 1 3
DCommencementgCongratulations to all!
Dec. 14, 2013
The Stuart C. Siegel Center ✧ Richmond, Virginia
Virginia Commonwealth University traces its roots to two institutions: the Medical College of Virginia, 
established in 1838 as the medical department of Hampden-Sydney College, and the Richmond Professional 
Institute, founded in 1917 as the Richmond School of Social Economy. In 1968, RPI and MCV merged 
to become VCU. A lot has changed since those early days, but through it all VCU and its predecessors 
have proved that making a difference — in the community, Virginia and the world — is in our genes. 
We hope you’ll join us as we celebrate VCU’s 175th anniversary and look forward to the future.
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Dear Class of 2013:
Virginia Commonwealth University is a national research univer-
sity with a mission focused on people. Research that helps people. 
Care that heals people. Teaching that empowers people. Service 
that embraces people.
Our greatest successes, then, are the successes of our people, includ-
ing the 2,000 of you who are earning your degree today. You are 
graduating from one of America’s great public research universities. 
As such, your educational experience has been about more than 
completing your courses and receiving a grade. It has been about using your knowledge to solve real 
problems that will make a real difference in the real world. It has been about becoming leaders in 
your academic disciplines and in your communities. It has been about innovating, transforming 
and creating opportunities for yourself and others.
You are part of a rich legacy at VCU. Throughout the year, we have celebrated together the 175th 
anniversary of our founding. In 1838, we were the medical department of a small college. Today, 
in 2013, we are one of the nation’s premier public comprehensive research institutions, focused 
on advancing the human experience. In celebrating our heritage, we are really looking toward a 
collective future that is unimaginable in its possibilities.
It is the same for you. As you graduate from VCU, always remember that your opportunities are 
boundless because your potential is limitless.
On behalf of the faculty, staff, students and alumni of VCU, I congratulate you on the remarkable 
achievement of your commencement. We are so proud of you and encourage you stay connected 




VCU and VCU Health System
2     VCU Commencement 2013
Board of Visitors 2013-14
Rector 
Mr. William M. Ginther
 
Vice Rector 
Mr. William A. Royall Jr. 
Secretary
Dr. Kamlesh N. Dave
Ms. Teresa H. Carlson 
Ms. Nancy C. Everett 
Mr. Thomas F. Farrell II 
Mr. Michael D. Fraizer 
Dr. Robert D. Holsworth 
The Honorable Kay Coles James 
Mr. John A. Luke Jr. 
The Honorable Alexander B. McMurtrie Jr. 
Mr. Sudhakar V. Shenoy 
The Honorable John W. Snow
Ms. Jacquelyn E. Stone
Mr. G. Richard Wagoner Jr.
Mr. Steve Worley 
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Processional VCU Commencement Brass 
  Ross A. Walter, Director
National Anthem* VCU Police Honor Guard 
  VCU Commencement Brass 
  Chappell Lee, Soloist
Welcome and Introductions Beverly J. Warren, Provost and Senior 
  Vice President for Academic Affairs
Commencement Address  Tonya Mallory
Recognition of Degree Candidates 
 Honorary Degree Michael Rao, President 
  Hooding by Dean James S. Coleman  
  and Dean Cecil B. Drain 
 Edward A. Wayne Medal
Conferring of Degrees
Doctor of Philosophy Candidates F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean 
  Hooding by Dean F. Douglas Boudinot  
  and Faculty Adviser 
Graduate and First Professional Degrees
 Graduate School F. Douglas Boudinot, Dean 
 School of Allied Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean 
 School of Medicine Jerome F. Strauss III, Dean 
 School of Pharmacy Victor A. Yanchick, Dean
Undergraduate Degrees
 College of Humanities and Sciences James S. Coleman, Dean 
 School of Allied Health Professions Cecil B. Drain, Dean 
 School of the Arts Joseph H. Seipel, Dean 
 School of Business Ed Grier, Dean 
 School of Dentistry David C. Sarrett, Dean 
 School of Education Christine Walther-Thomas, Dean 
 School of Engineering Barbara D. Boyan, Dean 
 L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs Niraj Verma, Dean 
 School of Nursing Jean Giddens, Dean 
 School of Social Work James E. Hinterlong, Dean 
 VCU Life Sciences Thomas F. Huff, Vice Provost
VCU Alumni Remarks W. Baxter Perkinson Jr.,  
  VCU Alumni President
Recessional** VCU Commencement Brass
* The audience will stand for the national anthem.
** Graduates will remain in place until the President’s party exits the arena.
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2013 Recipient
Tonya Mallory
The Honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters is Virginia Commonwealth 
University’s highest form of 
recognition. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
it recognizes those individuals 
who have made outstanding 
contributions to society through 
scholarship, public service, 
humanitarianism, science and art.
Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters
Tonya Mallory, a two-time Virginia Commonwealth University graduate, 
co-founded Health Diagnostic Laboratory Inc. in 2008, in Richmond, Va.’s 
Virginia BioTechnology Research Park. The disease-management company, 
of which she serves as president and CEO, provides diagnostic testing and 
services that help physicians improve their patients’ treatment though a 
personalized health plan. The company’s tests provide early detection of risk 
factors in the areas of cardiovascular disease, heart failure, stroke, diabetes 
mellitus, metabolic syndrome and fatty liver disease. 
 Mrs. Mallory studied biology and forensic science in VCU’s College of 
Humanities and Sciences, earning both a bachelor’s and a master’s degree. 
Before bringing her more than 20 years’ experience to HDL, she worked for 
Wako Diagnostics, an in vitro device manufacturer, and served as a health 
care regulatory consultant for domestic and international companies. 
 As a leader in her field, she has received numerous awards and accolades 
including the Governor’s Award for Science Innovation, Style Weekly’s 
Executive Women in Business Award 2012, and two Ernst & Young awards 
in 2012 for Greater Washington Entrepreneur of the Year and National 
Emerging Company. 
 Mrs. Mallory was appointed to the Virginia Small Business Finance 
Authority Board by Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell and sits on the boards of 
the American Heart Association, the VCU School of Business, the Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce and the MCV Foundation.
 Her service extends further to her alma mater. In March 2013, VCU’s 
Department of Intercollegiate Athletics received the largest gift and larg-
est corporate sponsorship in its history when HDL agreed to a $4 million 
partnership to support VCU Athletics and its future capital projects, includ-
ing an athletic village and a program that will promote wellness initiatives 
among student-athletes and within the surrounding community.
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Edward A. Wayne Medal
The Edward A. Wayne Medal 
was established in 1971 to honor 
individuals who have made 
outstanding contributions or 
provided exemplary services 
to Virginia Commonwealth 
University. Presented by the 
president at Commencement, 
the medal is named in honor 
of Edward A. Wayne, who was 
chair of the commission that 
led to the establishment of VCU 
in 1968 by the Virginia General 
Assembly. Mr. Wayne served as 
the university’s first vice rector.
Abroad, John B. Fenn, Ph.D., may best 
be remembered for  having earned 
a Nobel Prize in chemistry in 2002. 
At Virginia Commonwealth University, 
however, Dr. Fenn’s colleagues remember 
him for his dedication, enthusiasm and 
accessibility, and his students remember 
him for infusing joy into his teaching and 
challenging them to think, rather than 
take notes and memorize.  
While Dr. Fenn was quick to praise 
“an awful lot of luck” in accepting the 
Nobel Prize, his invention of a pioneer-
ing technique that allows researchers to 
detect and characterize biological mol-
ecules with unprecedented accuracy was 
hailed as a “minor revolution” by the 
Nobel Committee for Chemistry. The 
technique, called electrospray mass spectrometry, is now used in chemistry labs 
around the world and has opened up the field of medicine development and 
disease diagnosis. 
“It’s probably safe to say that every new drug that comes to the market today 
has a fair amount of electrospray mass spectrometry in its background and 
development,” Dr. Fenn told Investor’s Business Daily in 2002, and the same 
still holds true more than a decade later. 
Dr. Fenn joined VCU in 1994 as a professor of analytical chemistry in the 
Department of Chemistry after more than 20 years at Yale University and a 
variety of jobs held in the private sector. He also served as an affiliate professor 
of chemical engineering in the School of Engineering and as a guest lecturer at 
numerous institutions. 
Prior to his death in December 2012, Dr. Fenn had authored one book and 
more than 100 papers and was the sole or co-inventor on 19 patents. Five 
months after accepting his shared Nobel Prize, he was elected into the National 
Academy of Sciences, which is considered one of the highest honors accorded 
to a U.S. scientist or engineer.
2013 Recipient
John B. Fenn 
(Posthumous award)
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Academic Costume
The academic costume worn at American 
college exercises derives from the Middle Ages. 
The oldest universities of northern Europe, such 
as Paris and Oxford, grew out of church schools, 
and both faculty and students were regarded in 
the Middle Ages as a part of the clergy. They wore 
clerical habits, largely borrowed from the monas-
tic dress of that day, not just on special occasions 
but as their regular attire.
 The head covering of the academic costume 
developed from the skull cap worn by the clergy 
in cold weather to protect the tonsured head. In 
the universities, the skull cap acquired a point on 
top, which evolved into a tassel. The bonnet with 
tassel is still worn by degree holders of European 
universities. In America, it has been replaced 
by the familiar mortar board, which still retains 
the medieval tassel.
 The hood (the medieval caputium) was 
originally a covering worn over the head in bad 
weather, otherwise dropped on the shoulders as 
the monk’s cowl. At first it was worn by faculty 
and students alike, but in the early 16th century 
it was restricted to graduates, thus becoming the 
mark of a degree holder. Today, each college has its 
distinctive hood lining by which its graduates may 
be recognized in academic processions. Graduates 
from Virginia Commonwealth University may 
wear a hood showing a black chevron on gold 
background.
 The gown comes from the medieval robe and 
seems to have been borrowed from the habit of 
the Benedictine monks. In the Middle Ages, 
undergraduates, bachelors and masters could be 
distinguished by the simplicity or intricacy of their 
gowns. The doctor’s gown was often furred, which 
survives today in the ornamentation found on 
the doctoral gown. Usually the gown is black, but 
some colleges have gowns of different colors.
 The wide velvet borders extending down the 
front of the doctoral gown, the velvet bars on the 
sleeves, and the borders of most hoods are colored 
according to the scholarly field of the wearer.
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Government and  
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Virginia Commonwealth University is an equal opportunity, affirmative action university providing access to education and employment
without regard to age, race, color, national origin, gender, religion, sexual orientation, veteran’s status, political affiliation or disability.
Virginia Commonwealth University is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern Association  
of Colleges and Schools to award baccalaureate, master’s, doctoral and first professional degrees.
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Recipients of Degrees
Because of rigid time requirements, this program must be printed before the final 
list of degree candidates and final graduation honor status for undergraduate 
students can be determined. The exclusion of the name of a student is not to 
be taken as indication of official status as a nongraduate, nor is the inclusion of 
a name of a student to be taken as certification of official status as a graduate. 
Only undergraduate students are eligible for honors designations. These 
designations do not apply to the degrees received by graduate students.
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean James S. Coleman
Jackson, Ja’Neil Elisa Marie
















Candidates presented by 
Dean James S. Coleman
Abdelwahed, Alexander Nagy
Political Science, Gender, Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies
Woodbridge, Virginia

































Badger, Mackenzie Clark *
History
Tequesta, Florida



















Barrick, Milissa Diegel *
History
Las Vegas, Nevada
Barton, Eric M. ^
History
Richmond, Virginia


















Brazelton, Allison Leigh *^
















Campbell, Chelsea Diane Rose






Campos, Brenda Yamileth ^
Political Science
Fairfax, Virginia






Chappel, Tyler William Robert
History
Charlottesville, Virginia












Coghill, Byron Winfree **^
History
Richmond, Virginia






























Dalos, Alyssa Michelle ***°
Foreign Language
Richmond, Virginia
Davenport, Brandi Marie *
Foreign Language, International 
Studies
Williamsburg, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Davis, Mark Durant
Political Science
Amelia Court House, Virginia
De La Cruz, Julius Arthur
International Studies
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Delano, Windy Athena **
Gender, Sexuality and Women’s 
Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Desvignes, Christopher Eric ^
Philosophy
Matteson, Illinois









Drumgole, Brooke Latrelle ^
English
North Chesterfield, Virginia







































Gassaway, Julie Kristin *
English
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Gerdts, Caroline Page ^
Philosophy
Chesterfield, Virginia





















Guzman, Brandon James ^
Political Science
Fredericksburg, Virginia






Hardcastle, Marshall Dittmar ^
English
Stafford, Virginia
Harmatz, Theodore Jacob ^
History
Richmond, Virginia












Heithaus, Mark Gregory *
History
Chesterfield, Virginia






Hirt, Johannes C. *
Foreign Language
Virginia Beach, Virginia




Gender, Sexuality and Women’s 
Studies
Staten Island, New York
Horgan, Merisa Ann ^
English
Leesburg, Virginia













English, Gender, Sexuality and 
Women’s Studies
Springfield, Virginia
Ito, Emma Tamayo ^
History
New Kent, Virginia
Jackson, Brenden Timothy ^
English
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Jackson, Ja’Neil Elisa Marie
Foreign Language
Florissant, Missouri
Jeter, Kelsea Elyce *^

























Keel, Rebecca K. **°
Gender, Sexuality and Women’s 
Studies
Richmond, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences




Kemp, Matthew Alexander ^
International Studies
Alexandria, Virginia










Khan, Naila Ambreen ^
International Studies
Springfield, Virginia
































Lingle, Kellie M. ^
History
Williamsburg, Virginia
Lomelin, Christopher Eric **
Foreign Language, International 
Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Long, Kevin Riker ^
History
Chesapeake, Virginia






Lucas, Jeffrey D. *
International Studies
Glen Allen, Virginia
Lucker, Amanda Rose *
History
Yorktown, Virginia










Marinello, Matthew N. *
Religious Studies
Richmond, Virginia


















May, William M. *
Political Science, Religious Studies
Virginia Beach, Virginia
McDowell, Joseph Abraham ^
English
Richmond, Virginia
McGuinn, Rachel Megan *^
English
Richmond, Virginia






















Mobley, Renee Michelle ^
International Studies
Richmond, Virginia






Morra, Claire Elise ^
Gender, Sexuality and Women’s 
Studies
McLean, Virginia












O’Donnell, Jason M. ^
Political Science
Richmond, Virginia
Ogle, Dawn Marie ^
English
Richmond, Virginia















Oxley, Grace Elizabeth *^
English
Richmond, Virginia
Palmaz, Thomas M. ^
History
Stafford, Virginia
Pape, Kelsey Mary ^
English
Charlottesville, Virginia
Parks, Kyle W. ^
History
Richmond, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Peacock, James Allan **^























Prettyman, William E. ^
History
Exmore, Virginia
Przybylski, Robert Jenkins *^
History
Yorktown, Virginia



























Robinson, Samori Abdul-Hakiym ^
Foreign Language, International 
Studies
Harlem, New York












Rogers, Shalena Marie ^
Political Science
Richmond, Virginia
Romyn, Stephanie Jean ^
International Studies
Alexandria, Virginia






Sam, Sean Robert ^
Philosophy
Virginia Beach, Virginia


















Sepulveda, Sarah Ashley ^
History
Richmond, Virginia
Sereke, Susan Yebio ^
Political Science, Homeland Security 
and Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia


















Smith, David Kyle ^
English and Religious Studies
Woodbridge, Virginia

























Stokes, Daniel Migel ^
International Studies, African American 
Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Stone, Ava Marie ^
International Studies, Political Science
Oakton, Virginia






Taylor, Brendan Edward ^
Philosophy
Waynesboro, Virginia


















College of Humanities and Sciences
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† Posthumous Degree      






Ugarte Nunez, Rodolfo M.
Foreign Language
McLean, Virginia








































White, Samuel Botts *^
International Studies and Religious 
Studies
Norfolk, Virginia
Wilcox, Haley E. ^
English
Richmond, Virginia






Williams, Michael L. ^
Political Science
Nokesville, Virginia

































Candidates presented by 
Dean James S. Coleman
Adams, Emily J.
Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Williamsburg, Virginia
Anderson, Kelsey B. ^












Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Beaverdam, Virginia
Barr, Melanie R. ***






Bass, Tatum Briggs **^
Interdisciplinary Studies
Midlothian, Virginia
Beaman, Matthew James **
Interdisciplinary Studies
















Caldwell, Hannah A. *






Carson, Kirsten R. **















Davis, Victoria L. **




Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Richmond, Virginia
Durrett, Courtney A. **
Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Glen Allen, Virginia
Evans, Monique Vivian ^
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Feist, Josephine M. *











Tinton Falls, New Jersey
Greci, Alison D. *






Greenfield, Brenning S. *
Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Crozet, Virginia
Haley, Darrell Jr. ^
Interdisciplinary Studies
Palmdale, California
Hallal, Eric J. *
Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Virginia Beach, Virginia











Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Richmond, Virginia
Im, Ga Yon **^
Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Junjeo, South Korea
Jay, Stefanie Mary ^












Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Stafford, Virginia
Landis, Elizabeth J. *






Meek, Karen A. *




Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Henrico, Virginia
Palmer, Valerie H. *





















Ricca, Breck E. *
Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Tappahannock, Virginia
Roldan, Veronica Anne *^





















Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Richmond, Virginia
Stansel, Erin Nicole ^
















Van Cleve, Julie B.
Liberal Studies for Early  
and Elementary Education
Manassas, Virginia










Woodburn, Anna Christine ^
Interdisciplinary Studies
Glen Allen, Virginia
Wright, Raven La’na Marie
Interdisciplinary Studies
Omaha, Nebraska




Candidates presented by 
















Adams, Emily J. *
Psychology
Williamsburg, Virginia
Addeo, Samantha Grace ^
Biology
Williamsburg, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences






















Alghamdi, Hasen Mesfer ^
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia












Allums, Latessa Miracle ^
Psychology
Yonkers, New York






Ambrous, Emily Araminta ^
Science
Chesapeake, Virginia
Amene, Cecilia A. *
Science
Herndon, Virginia
Amon, Michael George *^
Psychology
Alexandria, Virginia
























Ashley, Michael Henry ^
Anthropology
Virginia Beach, Virginia















Aumen, Denim Lyric ^
Anthropology
Richmond, Virginia
















































Baul, Rizelle Calubaquib ***°
Psychology
Chesapeake, Virginia
Baxter, Christine Paige ^
Mass Communications
Norfolk, Virginia


















Benjamin, Ann Lumena ^
Biology

















Blakey, Kristin Clarke ^
Mass Communications
Stanardsville, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Bowles, Melissa Marie ^
Mass Communications, Gender, 
Sexuality and Women’s Studies
Centreville, Virginia


































































Carey, JaKwame Antonio ^
Psychology
Emporia, Virginia
























Charriez, Grace E. Rivera **^
Psychology
San Juan, Puerto Rico















Chism, Aranisse Mykal Ciandra ^
Mass Communications
Mechanicsville, Virginia





















Cook, Alicia Jemema ^
Psychology
Newport News, Virginia















Cox, Jonathan Dean ^
Psychology
Arlington, Virginia















Crowell, Brianna M. ^
Economics
Atlanta, Georgia
Cueto Olazabal,  Lucia Del Pilar C.
Biology
Glen Allen, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences







Dahl, Alexandra Louise **
Anthropology, Psychology
Sterling, Virginia
Dahlberg, Jessica Rose **
Mass Communications
Hamden, Connecticut





Amelia Court House, Virginia
Daveldek, Casey Marie *
Biology
Troutville, Virginia
Davis, Bryonna Katherine *
Psychology
Chesapeake, Virginia












DeAngelis, Nicole Lynn **
Sociology
Onancock, Virginia
















































Easter, Crystal Michelle **
Sociology
Emporia, Virginia






























Farleigh, Samuel Ashton ^
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia
Farlow, Jason Dail ^
Mass Communications










Faux, Raven Nikol ^
Mass Communications
Woodbridge, Virginia















Fishback, Anne Elizabeth ^
Psychology
Marshall, Virginia
Fisher, James Allen III *
Biology
Richmond, Virginia
Fisher, Max A. ^
Mass Communications
Oakton, Virginia
























Freeman, Vernon A. Jr. **
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia
Fugere, Maxwell James ^
Mass Communications
Norfolk, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences


































Gibbs, Andrew S. ^
Psychology
Hinton, Virginia

























Govind, Maria Mithra **
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
Graham, Joshua Dale ^
Biology
Springfield, Ohio






Graves, Dominique Michael ^
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia









Greene, Lateisha Shante ^
Psychology
Newport News, Virginia
Greenfield, Maximillian Seth ^
Mass Communications
Fredericksburg, Virginia



























Hagos, Meron L. ^
Biology
Alexandria, Virginia






Hamlin, Alessandra Nicole *
Biology, Chemistry
Williamsburg, Virginia
Hammill, Brooke Suzanne ^
Science
Sandston, Virginia
Hannah, Emily V. ^
Biology
Roanoke, Virginia



















































Hermano, Crystal O. *
Psychology, Science
Falls Church, Virginia
Hester, Michael David Jr. ^
Sociology
Midlothian, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences










Hill, Tiquana Cherie ^
Psychology
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Hilliard, Jade Rael ^
Mass Communications
Woodbridge, Virginia
Hirt, Johannes C. *
Biology
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Hodge, Shekisha Mignon ^
Mathematical Sciences
Bassett, Virginia
























Hovermale, James Franklin ***^
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia






Huber, Katherine Ann *
Psychology
Salt Lake City, Utah
Hughes, Lindsey Michelle **
Biology
Richmond, Virginia
Hughes, Maya Camille ^
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia
Hulvey, Rachael Jane *
Anthropology
Rapidan, Virginia
Hundley, Kiley Ann ^
Sociology
Fort Dodge, Iowa
Hunter, Marshall Edwin **^
Mass Communications and Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
Hurdle, Kelley Jordan ^
Biology and Psychology
Arlington, Virginia






Jackson, Ashley Sharell *
Physics
Oldhams, Virginia
Jackson, Kathryn Rose **
Biology
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Jackson, Paris Alexandra ^
Mass Communications
Glenn Dale, Maryland









Jenkel, Jaime Natala Geanious ^
Biology
Edinburg, Virginia

































Jones, Liam Dwyer *
Mathematical Sciences
North Chesterfield, Virginia



























Kazas, William Nicholas **
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
Keckley, Lucas Carter *^
Psychology
Winchester, Virginia
Keel, Rebecca K. **°
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
Keller, Audrey C. **
Mass Communications
Williamsburg, Virginia












Kessler, Alexandra D. ^
Mass Communications
Charlottesville, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Khawaja, Samra Mahmood **
Mass Communications
Leesburg, Virginia















King, Ciara P. *
Science
Tappahannock, Virginia













































Larson, Dana C. ^
Psychology
Newport News, Virginia
Lawrence, Russ Bradshaw ^
Psychology
Arlington, Virginia
Lawson, Rachel Lillian ^
Science
Chester, Virginia





















Leonard, Kimberly G. *
Mass Communications
Ashland, Virginia









Lewis, Jasmine Alice ^
Mass Communications
Springfield, Virginia
Lewis, Kayleigh Marian **^
Mathematical Sciences
Newport News, Virginia
Lewis, Samantha Francine ^
Mass Communications








































Mahr, Munib A. ^
Mathematical Sciences
Lorton, Virginia
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Marcellus, Brittney Tychelle ^
Biology
Centreville, Virginia
Marcuson, Elissa O. *
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia
Marfing, Nicholas Blane **
Mass Communications
Winchester, Virginia


















Mason, Rachel Jane **^
Psychology
Henrico, Virginia
Mason, Sara Elizabeth **
Mass Communications
Fairfield, Virginia















McCoy, Natasha Sarah ^
Psychology
Yorktown, Virginia
McCue, James Michael II *
Mass Communications
Henrico, Virginia
McDougall, Alexandra Jeanne ^
Psychology
San Diego, California
McGowan-Powell, Kiara M. ^
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia
McKain, James Shannon IV
Mass Communications
Clifton, Virginia


















Mertens, Shelby Nicole **
Mass Communications
Williamsburg, Virginia
Merz, Samantha Ruth ^
Mass Communications
Williamsburg, Virginia
Mey, Hannah G. *
Psychology
Glen Allen, Virginia
Meyer, Xue Ju ^
Psychology
Lixian, China



























Misturini, Scott Matthew ^
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia






















Mass Communications, Political 
Science
Springfield, Virginia






Moore, Alexander David ^
Biology
McLean, Virginia
Moore, Christina Ann ^
Mass Communications
Virginia Beach, Virginia


















Murgia, Meredith A. **
Psychology
Centreville, Virginia
Muse, Whitney Michelle *
Mass Communications
King William, Virginia
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Nelson, Krislee Robertha ^
Psychology
Herndon, Virginia






Nguyen, Jennifer Phu ^
Biology
Fairfax, Virginia
Nguyen, Nhung Hong ^
Forensic Science, Biology
Richmond, Virginia
Nguyen, Pin Pin H. *
Chemistry, Psychology
Henrico, Virginia
Nolden, Dakota D. *
Biology
Prince George, Virginia
Norman, Nicholas Russell ^
Economics
Midlothian, Virginia
Norton, Paul Hughes Jr. ***^
Psychology and Film
Chesapeake, Virginia












Ny, Michael Rotana ^
Biology
Richmond, Virginia
Odadjian, Joshua Hovanes *^
Forensic Science
Los Angeles, California





















Oyakhire, Obehi Matilda ^
Forensic Science
Lagos, Nigeria
Page, Stephen K. *^
Psychology
Burke, Virginia
Pannell, Ryan Antwoine ^
Psychology
Roanoke, Virginia
Papile, Kevin A. ^
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia






























Payne, David James ^
Chemistry
Long Beach, California
Payne, Justin Tyler ^
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia


















Phan, Quy Dám ^
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
Phillos, Asimina Seraphim ^
Chemistry
Green Bay, Wisconsin
























Presseau, Cecilia R. **°^
Psychology
Bluefield, West Virginia
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Redding, Brian Gregory Thomas ^
Biology and Environmental Studies
Severna Park, Maryland
Region, Tiffany Monique ^
Biology
Centreville, Virginia






















Riley, Brendan W. *
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia













































Rudnick, Christopher H. ^
Mass Communications
Chester, Virginia






























Scheibe, Janice Alexandra ^
Biology
Richmond, Virginia






Schneider, David G. ^
Chemistry
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Schroeder, Sidney Brooke **
Biology
Williamsburg, Virginia




































Shelton, Ashley C. *
Psychology
Tappahannock, Virginia



























College of Humanities and Sciences




Sorto, Ingrid M. *
Science
Woodbridge, Virginia


















Stevenson, Adam B. *
Psychology
Colonial Heights, Virginia










Stout, Angelia Sue ^





Strickland, Kevin Anthony ^
Physics
Norfolk, Virginia















Taylor, Angeline Mary *
Anthropology
Yorktown, Virginia
Taylor, Natalie Shannon ^
Psychology
Fairfax Station, Virginia












Terrell, Thomas Lee Jr. **^
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia
Tetreault, Adrienne Marie ^
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia





















Tippie, Johnathan E. ^
Physics
Richmond, Virginia
























Turner, Jessika P. **
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia












Valentino, Michael Anthony ^
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia












Vigue-Adair, Stacy Lynn ^
Science
Pasadena, Texas






Von Unwerth, Jason E.
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia









Walker, Steven J. **
Economics
Fairfax Station, Virginia
Wall, Jasmine Marie ^
Biology
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Wallace, Cordero Rakeem ^
Mass Communications
Virginia Beach, Virginia
College of Humanities and Sciences
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Ward, Paula Rychel ^
Mass Communications
Hampton, Virginia



























































Williams, Solana Shamel ^
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia
Wilshaw, Lyndsay Rose ^
Psychology
Spotsylvania, Virginia
Wilson, Christopher M. ^
Psychology
Purcellville, Virginia















Woods, Andreas Velasco ^
Biology
Norfolk, Virginia





























Candidates presented by 


































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Barlowe, Paula Lynn Antonucci
Historic Preservation Planning
Glen Allen, Virginia
Corey, Catherine Elizabeth ^
Nonprofit Management
Richmond, Virginia














Candidates presented by 














College of Humanities and Sciences


































Master of Interdisciplinary 
Studies
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Burrow, John Daniel Jr.
Spotsylvania, Virginia










Rodriguez Gómez, José Antonio ^
Lucena, Spain
Worley, Karla Rhea ^
Bristol, Virginia
Master of Science
Candidates presented by 










Mountain Lakes, New Jersey





















Fisher, Kristen M. ^
Mass Communications
Richmond, Virginia
Gaskill, Patrick W. ^
Mathematical Sciences
Richmond, Virginia




















Leavey, Kelsey Michelle ^
Mass Communications
Midlothian, Virginia
Love, Latoshia Danielle ^
Mass Communications
Eden, North Carolina













Parrish, Candace P. ^
Mass Communications
Alexandria, Virginia
























Williams, Briana L. ^
Mass Communications
Prince George, Virginia
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School of Allied Health Professions
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 





















Candidates presented by 





George, Anna Todd ^
Patient Counseling
Fountain Inn, South Carolina






Remaley, Timothy James ^
Patient Counseling
Fairfield, Pennsylvania




Candidates presented by 

















Bower, Brian Lee ^
Patient Counseling
Charlottesville, Virginia
Brandt, Jack Martin ^
Rehabilitation Counseling
Richmond, Virginia
Buchi, Bo Mark ^
Rehabilitation Counseling
West Valley City, Utah
Carter, Daryl Ray ^
Rehabilitation Counseling
Richmond, Virginia


















Haley, Lauren Frances ^
Rehabilitation Counseling
Hopewell, Virginia





















L’Heureux, Audrey Hilton ^
Rehabilitation Counseling
Auburn, Maine





Salt Lake City, Utah
Mathews, Christopher W. ^
Rehabilitation Counseling
Mechanicsville, Virginia











West Henrietta, New York





















Master of Science  
in Nurse Anesthesia
Candidates presented by 




















School of Allied Health Professions




























































Master of Science in 
Occupational Therapy
Candidates presented by 















































































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School





























Strayhorn, Erica Selena ^
Professional Counseling
Pollocksville, North Carolina
School of Allied Health Professions













Doctor of Nurse 
Anesthesia Practice
Candidates presented by 
Dean Cecil B. Drain
Anderson, Terise Louise ^
Richmond, Virginia










Spiegel, Rosann Marie ^
Miami Beach, Florida
Williams, Christol Danielle ^
Phoenix, Arizona
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidate presented by 
Dean Joseph H. Seipel
Champagne, Stacey Nicole
Product Innovation
Amelia Court House, Virginia
Bachelor of Arts
Candidates presented by 
Dean Joseph H. Seipel
Archer, Marah Ruth **^
Film, Foreign Language
Circleville, Ohio





















Bowman, Zachary Mathers **^
Film
Arlington, Virginia
Bratton, Alexa Therese **
Music
Glen Allen, Virginia
Brewer, Alaina N. ^
Fashion
Sterling, Virginia









Coe, Heather Renton Bond *
Art History
Charlottesville, Virginia





















Garrett, Ashley Ana **
Art History
Waldorf, Maryland












Hagy, Alicia Katherine **
Art History
Richmond, Virginia
Horak, Taylor Margaret *^
Art History
Hopewell, Virginia
Horton, Stephanie Marie **^
Film and International Studies
Chesapeake, Virginia
Kamis, Marlee Elizabeth *^
Film
Leesburg, Virginia






Kinsey, Monica Dee *^
Art History
Alexandria, Virginia












Marlette, Kate Mireille **^
Film
Apex, North Carolina
























Norton, Paul Hughes Jr. ***^
Film
Chesapeake, Virginia





















Spaid, Melanie Kyleena **
Fashion
Silver Spring, Maryland
Spence, James Fitzhugh Cantrell ^
Film
Charlottesville, Virginia
Tappen, Sarah Elizabeth **
Fashion
Chesapeake, Virginia






School of the Arts
School of the Arts




Bachelor of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 








Photography and Film, Kinetic Imaging
Yonkers, New York
Ahlskog, Lee Ann **
Graphic Design
Mount Airy, Maryland
Aiken, Lucy Spencer Cairns *
Painting and Printmaking
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Al Masri, Mohammed Ali ^
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
Al-Najar, Fatima Saeed *^
Graphic Design
Doha, Qatar
Alway, Charlie Sansalone *
Painting and Printmaking
Cincinnati, Ohio















Benavides, Nelson Alonso **^
Kinetic Imaging
Springfield, Virginia






Borges, Victoria Amanda **
Communication Arts
Alexandria, Virginia






Bowman, Zachary Mathers **^
Photography and Film
Arlington, Virginia
Brayshaw, Claire Marie *






Brooks, Rebecca Kay *^
Theatre
Woodbridge, Virginia






Calvert, Jasmine Zoé *
Sculpture
Richmond, Virginia
Champagne, Stacey Nicole **
Graphic Design
Londonderry, New Hampshire












Collier, Casey Lynn *
Art Education
Washington, D.C.






Courtney, William Alan Hideo
Painting and Printmaking
Oakton, Virginia
Crawford, Elizabeth Soon ^
Photography and Film
Ivor, Virginia















Gingrich, Bethany Faye **
Craft and Material Studies
Harrisonburg, Virginia













Painting and Printmaking, Gender, 











Hairston, Jessica N. **
Craft and Material Studies and Foreign 
Language
Nürnberg, Germany
Hale, Taylor Mackenzie **
Craft and Material Studies
Hickory, North Carolina






Heck, Julianna Louisa **
Graphic Design
Austin, Texas
Herr, Emily Yosway ***^
Communication Arts
Richmond, Virginia
Hill, Jasmine Nicole ^
Kinetic Imaging
Portsmouth, Virginia
Hines, Megan Laura **
Painting and Printmaking
Falls Church, Virginia
Hodge, Cara LeeAnne ^
Fashion
Knoxville, Tennessee
Hurt, Andrea Dawn *
Theatre
Richmond, Virginia
School of the Arts
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Hutton, Cathryn Virginia *
Communication Arts
Lanexa, Virginia
Ireys, Alex Jackson *
Theatre
New York, New York






Jones, David Benjamin **
Graphic Design
Matthews, North Carolina
Kelly, Alyssa Ann **
Art Education
Freehold, New Jersey









Ko, Joan Jaeeun ^
Painting and Printmaking
Fairfax, Virginia
Koelle, Corinne P. *
Graphic Design
Mountain Home, Idaho












Lesh, Melissa Rae **^
Painting and Printmaking
Madison, Wisconsin


















Mattila, Alexis Michelle ^
Photography and Film
Stafford, Virginia
Mattise, James G. ***
Photography and Film
Palmyra, Virginia





















Moore, Justin H. **
Photography and Film
Chula Vista, California
Murray, Ronniqué A. ^
Dance and Choreography
Fort Washington, Maryland
Nguyen, Hung Thanh **
Communication Arts
McLean, Virginia






Owen, Andrew Daniel ^
Kinetic Imaging
Stafford, Virginia
Paulk, Joseph Alan **^
Sculpture
Rockwall, Texas
Perkinson, Amy Marie *
Dance and Choreography and Business
Prince George, Virginia
Phillips, Christina Norell *
Communication Arts
Wilmington, Delaware






Reinert, Corinne T. *
Communication Arts
Annandale, Virginia






Salle, Nicole Daniell *
Craft and Material Studies
Troy, Pennsylvania






Smith, Caleb Earl **
Painting and Printmaking
Richmond, Virginia










Stewart, Emma Noreen ^
Dance and Choreography
Lexington, Virginia
Swiger, Ashley Brooke **
Theatre
Annandale, Virginia






Thompson, Ashley Elizabeth ***
Theatre
Glasgow, Virginia
Toppings, Sterling Wade ^
Photography and Film
Camden, Georgia
Valdes, Carlos Manuel III
Kinetic Imaging
Woodbridge, Virginia
Versino, Lauren Christien ^
Sculpture
Richmond, Virginia









Whisler, Ryan Thomas ^
Communication Arts
Midlothian, Virginia
School of the Arts

















Candidates presented by 
Dean Joseph H. Seipel
Bradberry, John Ryan
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Fleece, Keyara Alexandra ^
Ruther Glen, Virginia
Machamer, Cassie Carroll **
Delaplane, Virginia
Ryan, Christopher M. *
Chesterfield, Virginia




Master of Art Education
Candidates presented by 













Siler City, North Carolina
Master of Arts
Candidates presented by 




















Master of Fine Arts
Candidates presented by 

















Michael, Jason James Edward
Theatre
King George, Virginia
Obermueller, Joseph A. ^
Theatre
Casper, Wyoming
Webb, Emily J. ^
Design
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Master of Interdisciplinary 
Studies
Candidates presented by 


























Rop, Aimee Fradette ^
Haymarket, Virginia
Shepardson, Emily R. ^
Arlington, Virginia
Stahl, Mary Elizabeth ^
Lorton, Virginia
Stanczak, Linda Michelle ^
Audubon, Pennsylvania
Master of Music
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Dickenson, George N. ^
Roanoke, Virginia










by Dean Ed Grier






Abt, Christopher Charles ^
Marketing
Sterling, Virginia



























Al Qatif, Saudi Arabia
Allingham, Myles Pennington ^
Business
Oakton, Virginia




































Barr, Hannah Marie *
Business
Fairview, Texas






Battle, Alexander L. ^
Business
Norfolk, Virginia









Bermudez, Carlos Ivan ^
Business
Woodbridge, Virginia






























Bresson, McHarg Hungerford *
Marketing
Fairfax, Virginia
Brothers, Dillon Robert ^
Business
Arlington, Virginia
Browder, Latisha Arnez *
Accounting
Dinwiddie, Virginia
Brown, Kevin Patrick ^
Economics
Great Falls, Virginia
Browning, William Rosson ^
Business
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Bryan, Hamilton DaCosta Jr.
Business
New York, New York
Bryant, Candice May ^
Marketing
Newport News, Virginia
Bullock, Jasmine Dene ^
Economics
Chesterfield, Virginia
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Camp, Jeffrey Neal Jr.
Business
Mechanicsville, Virginia

































Conn, Brian D. ^
Business
Sterling, Virginia












Costanzo, Dominic Ritz ^
Business
Richmond, Virginia





















Czapla, Jeffrey Allen *
Business
Mystic, Connecticut



























Easterly, Jack Coleman III ^
Business
Crozet, Virginia















Finley, Stephen Glenn ^
Business
Falls Church, Virginia












Gainey, Kevin Wade ^
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Hester, Paris M. ^
Business
Highland Springs, Virginia









Hill, Michael Stone *
Information Systems
Mechanicsville, Virginia








































































Kleinkopf, Joshua W. ^
Business
Richmond, Virginia


















Lapallo, Michael Christian *


























Lindsay, Brittany Alisha ^
Business
Richmond, Virginia



























Mahr, Munib Asif ^





























































Mesfin, Anteneh Tedla ^
Business
Alexandria, Virginia
Millan, Stephanie D. ^
Business
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Mirza, Anum B. *
Accounting
Woodbridge, Virginia


































































Parker, Brandon Tyler ^
Business
York, Pennsylvania
Patel, Jaykumar Kaushikkumar ^
Information Systems
Richmond, Virginia
Patton, Alyssa Leigh *
Marketing
Virginia Beach, Virginia
























Phan, Ha K. ^
Business
Fairfax, Virginia















Powell, Tania Lenae ^
Marketing
Chesapeake, Virginia






Prompovitch, Christoffer D. **°
Economics and Business
Sterling, Virginia














Reilly, Matthew Wallace ^
Business
Richmond, Virginia
Reinecke, Alyssa Renee ^
Business
Sterling, Virginia






Richards, Pamela Shawnay ^
Business
Henrico, Virginia
Richardson, Amber Tanielle ^
Business
Newport News, Virginia









Robinson, Dominique A. ^
Business
Baltimore, Maryland












Samaniego, Joseph Andrew *^
Information Systems
St. Marys, Ohio



















































Slate, Richard Sterling Jr.
Accounting
Colonial Heights, Virginia
Smith, Curtisa Elise ^
Business
North Chesterfield, Virginia















Sowick, Cory Michael ^
Business
Glen Allen, Virginia
Spring, Michael George III
Accounting
Sterling, Virginia
Spruell, Dacia Dione ^
Business
Palmer Springs, Virginia
Stoots, Clint Waylon Levi *^
Business
Bentonville, Virginia






Stults, Bayley Carragher ***^
Economics
Warrenton, Virginia
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Toney, Carl Anthony Jr.
Accounting
Chesapeake, Virginia
Toussaint, Anaïs Anastasia ^
Business
Prince George, Virginia
Tran, Brian Phuqui ^
Business
Sterling, Virginia







































Wiredu, Joshua Worae ^
Business
Fairfax Station, Virginia
























Zabala, Krishilda Feniza ^
Business
Woodbridge, Virginia











Candidates presented by 






































































Candidates presented by 









Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School




















Padrone, Savino Charles ^
Richmond, Virginia
Portz, Charles Howard IV ^
Richmond, Virginia








Vu, Quynh Ngoc Thi ^
Richmond, Virginia
Wilhelmi, Vanessa L. ^
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Wood, Sallee Bennion ^
Salt Lake City, Utah
Master of Arts
Candidate presented by 





Master of Business 
Administration
Candidates presented by 




































McCraw, Robert E. Jr. ^
Pamplin, Virginia






























Wei, Kate S.G. ^
Akron, Ohio
Master of Science
Candidates presented by 































Computer and Information 
Systems Security
Ruther Glen, Virginia


























































































Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School




44     VCU Commencement 2013  * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student      ^ Degree conferred in August 2013
School of Dentistry
Master of Science  
in Dentistry
Candidate presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Hodgson, Kristin Sheree ^
Tampa, Florida
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Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by Dean 
Christine S. Walther-Thomas
Abraham, Justina *
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Henrico, Virginia
Avila, Ashley Lauren *^








Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Upper Marlboro, Maryland
Boamah, Annette Fosuwaa ^
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Kumasi, Ghana
Chamblee, Kimber Alyssea ^
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Weedsport, New York
Clement, Vesta Deborah *
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Cole, Anna E. *








Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Chesterfield, Virginia
Dowlen, Christina Nicole *
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Chester, Virginia
Dubai, Thomas M. ^




Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Stafford, Virginia
Fisher, Jennifer Diane *
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Chesterfield, Virginia
Fleming, Jacinda Lynn *
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Ford, Megan Elizabeth ^
















Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Huffman, Hannah Michelle **^
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science, Psychology
Poquoson, Virginia
Hunter, Julie Elizabeth ^
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Newport News, Virginia
Jackson, Allison Suzanne *




Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Leesburg, Virginia
Johnson, Aris Darlene ^




Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Kenbridge, Virginia
Louis-Charles, Amber B. *




















Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Mickens, Brandon Douglas ^
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Mikula, Edward Hobart ^
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Midlothian, Virginia
Montford, Cheresse Paige **^




Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Culpeper, Virginia
Nguyen, Steven Duy ^
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Herndon, Virginia
Osei, Kathleen Ann ^
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Springfield, Virginia
Patterson, Blakeney T. *
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Peper, Nicole Elizabeth *^
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Leesburg, Virginia
Piccininni, Thomas Anthony *
Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Midlothian, Virginia
Ramey, Marshall Joseph *
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Smith, Quashauna D’Antoinette *^




Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Sharon Hill, Pennsylvania
Taylor, Blake Evan *




Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Richmond, Virginia
Teal, Lindsay Marie **












Health, Physical Education and 
Exercise Science
Goode, Virginia
White, Breiana Leigh ^













Candidates presented by 









































Zbell, Nicolette Le Blanc




Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Adamczyk, Eric J. ^
Special Education
Buffalo, New York
Adams, Michelle Angie ^
Educational Leadership
Richmond, Virginia


















Birch, Andrea Lynn ^
Special Education
Richmond, Virginia






Bury, Dafydd Francis Norman
Sport Leadership
Exeter, England
Carter, Christina Cortis ^
Educational Leadership
Richmond, Virginia
Carter, Michele Lynn ^
Sport Leadership
Chesterfield, Virginia









Cowie, Francine Alicia Elaine ^
Sport Leadership
Yorktown, Virginia
















Special Education  Mechanicsville, 
Virginia
Edgell, Sandra Mazzoli ^
Counselor Education
Richmond, Virginia
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Harwood, Donna Jean ^
Educational Leadership
Charles City, Virginia






Hinton, David C. ^
Sport Leadership
Winston-Salem, North Carolina







































McCahill, Chesney Jean Grizzard
Counselor Education
Ashland, Virginia
























Nowlin, Ava Monique ^
Sport Leadership
Courtland, Virginia






Phillips, John Christopher ^
Sport Leadership
North Chesterfield, Virginia




































Turner, Nan Marie ^
Sport Leadership
Harrisonburg, Virginia
Usera, Ashley Cathleen ^
Sport Leadership
Columbus, Georgia






























Wilson, Dana Lee ^
Educational Leadership
Richmond, Virginia







Candidates presented by 














































































































Turner, Matthew A. ^
Richmond, Virginia







Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Booker, Samara Denise ^
Educational Leadership
Richmond, Virginia











































Russell, Jonnee’ Laniece ^
Educational Leadership
Richmond, Virginia
Tuck, Tamara Simone ^
Educational Leadership
Richmond, Virginia
Woolridge, Terrica B. ^
Educational Leadership
Richmond, Virginia
Wright, Chantea Renee ^
Educational Leadership
Stamford, Connecticut
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Baccalaureate Certificate
Candidate presented by 





Candidates presented by 





Computer Science, Computer 
Engineering
West Point, Virginia
Ajayi, Faith T. **
Biomedical Engineering
Washington, D.C.


















Berry, Brian J. **
Computer Engineering
Richmond, Virginia
Brown, William A. *
Mechanical Engineering
Glen Allen, Virginia


























































Jackson, Ashley Sharell *











Mark, Kevin Scott **
Computer Science
Richmond, Virginia






Norge, Brian E. Jr. ^
Mechanical Engineering
Midlothian, Virginia
O’Connell, Kathleen May ^
Mechanical Engineering
Bumpass, Virginia










Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Sterling, Virginia
Scott, Lewis Edward **°^
Biomedical Engineering
Colonial Heights, Virginia
Sessions, Clephos Jr. ^
Electrical Engineering
Richmond, Virginia




Chemical and Life Science Engineering
Richmond, Virginia


















Washington, Lynwood York Jr. ^
Mechanical Engineering
Portsmouth, Virginia
White, Benjamin Eley **°
Mechanical Engineering and 
Interdisciplinary Studies
Henrico, Virginia









School of Engineering 




Candidate presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School




Candidates presented by 











Carr, James Patrick IV ^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Richmond, Virginia








Computer and Information Systems 
Security
Ruther Glen, Virginia
Ibrahim, Israr Bin Muhammad ^
Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Banda Aceh, Indonesia
Johnson, Peter Charles Albert


















Mechanical and Nuclear Engineering
Columbus, Ohio
McCullough, Eric J. ^
Engineering
Chantilly, Virginia
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Bachelor of Arts
Candidates presented by 
Dean Niraj Verma
Al Neyadi, Mohammed Matar
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia
Ansumana Ariyibi, Yusuf Olatunji








Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Henrico, Virginia
Bird, Anthony Edward II ^
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness, Political Science
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Boehles, John Maxwell **^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Roanoke, Virginia
Bruton, John Augustine ^
















Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Daniels, Christian Edward **^
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Zuni, Virginia
Digrys, Daniel Peter ^
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness, Criminal Justice
Powhatan, Virginia
Easton, Omari Ajani ^
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Chesapeake, Virginia
Extine, Saunders Alan ^




















Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Midlothian, Virginia
Hickman, Ryan Wade ^
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Kind, Steven Lawrence ^
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Midlothian, Virginia
Malkow, Alex Anne *
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness and Political Science
Everett, Washington
McGruder, James Arness Jr. ^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Stafford, Virginia
Meadows, Dylan Zachary **
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Spotsylvania, Virginia
Mitchell, Scott C. ^
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
West Chester, Pennsylvania
Morley, Patrick James ^
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Richmond, Virginia
Norwood, Matthew Scott ^




















Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Dumfries, Virginia
Salgado, Llewellyn Christopher Jr.








Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Henrico, Virginia
Sutphin, Matthew William *
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Torres, Tyler S. **
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Smyrna, Delaware
Ward, Daniel Ryan ^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Manassas, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of 
Government and Public Affairs
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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Bachelor of Science




















Antonucci, Katelyn Elizabeth *^











Brittle, William Douglas *














Cash, Kelli Annette ^
Criminal Justice
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Christopher, Matthew Dylan ^


























Cupelli, Angela Marie ^
Criminal Justice
Stephens City, Virginia

































Gore, Taryn Debra-Anne **
Criminal Justice
Boones Mill, Virginia





































Hill, Michael Keith ^
Criminal Justice
Manassas, Virginia
Hinkley, James Louis II ^
Criminal Justice
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Holloway, Darrion Rashawn ^
Criminal Justice
Virginia Beach, Virginia






























L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
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McClanahan, Jaclyn Robards ^
Criminal Justice
Midlothian, Virginia
McKinney, Britaney Monét ^
Criminal Justice
Richmond, Virginia
McMahon, Jacob D. **



























Criminal Justice and Political 
Science, Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Annandale, Virginia














New York, New York

























































Stohr, Zachary Frederick ^









Sykes, John Cole ^
Criminal Justice
Richmond, Virginia
Tellier, Susan Ann **
Criminal Justice














Trimmer, Kelley S. ^
Urban and Regional Studies
Bumpass, Virginia
Vaccari, Nicholas Paul ^





Walke, Kindle N. ^
Criminal Justice
Richmond, Virginia
L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs



























Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Dixon, Joshua R.





















Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Macaluso, Patrick Ross ^




Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Master of Public 
Administration
Candidates presented by 














Garcia, Nicholas R. II ^
Public Administration
King George, Virginia
Hankins, Clark Kenneth ^
Public Administration
Montgomery, Alabama



















Candidates presented by 

















Keener, Steven Tucker ^
Criminal Justice
Clifton, Virginia
Lewis, Kathryn Jean-Marie ^
Criminal Justice
Williamsburg, Virginia












Master of Urban and 
Regional Planning
Candidates presented by 




Cobert, Curtis R. ^
Richmond, Virginia











New York, New York
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Post-baccalaureate 
Graduate Certificate
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Castro, Adrianne Verdeflor ^
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Woodbridge, Virginia
Dillon, Bridget Catherine
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Livonia, Michigan
Eaton, Kimberly Anne
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Shepherdstown, West Virginia
Locke, Victoria A.
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Midlothian, Virginia
Macpherson, Alexandra Ann
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Oley, George Anthony IV
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Patel, Krishna Jagdish
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Chantilly, Virginia
Wesley, Stephanie Lynne
Pre-medical Graduate Health Sciences
Centreville, Virginia
Master of Public Health
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School







Candidates presented by 
































Drevik, Johnathan A. ^
Microbiology and Immunology
Marietta, Georgia
Elves, Rachel Leigh ^
Human Genetics




Endisha, Helal Abdurrazak Ali
Microbiology and Immunology
London, England


















Maddux, Rebecca Anne ^
Microbiology and Immunology
Richmond, Virginia
Mallory, Katherine L. ^
Microbiology and Immunology
Ashland, Virginia
Masood, Rubana Sarah ^
Physiology
Richmond, Virginia
Park, Hong G. ^
Microbiology and Immunology
Centreville, Virginia
















Candidates presented by 




Yorktown Heights, New York
School of Medicine
56     VCU Commencement 2013  * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student      ^ Degree conferred in August 2013
School of Nursing
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by 
Dean Jean Giddens
Adams, Jasmine Gaines
New Port Richey, Florida
Allen, Aisha Ayana
Stafford, Virginia




Appleton, Sarah Elizabeth **
Moseley, Virginia










Boston, Stacie Janel **
Richmond, Virginia


















Butler, Megan Virginia **
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Caldwell, Jennifer Anne **
Richmond, Virginia
Carroll, Aaron Michael **
Richmond, Virginia






Copeland, Angel Melissa *
Williamsburg, Virginia
Coquillon, Meghan Louise 
Shalvoy *
Richmond, Virginia








Crowe, Heather L. ^
Norfolk, Virginia
Culver, Lindsay Robbins **
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Cummings, Catherine Irene **
Blacksburg, Virginia














Fish, Jordan Leigh **
Midlothian, Virginia
Fitz, Stephanie Lynn **
Fairfax, Virginia








Fritz, Claire Christine **
Chesapeake, Virginia




Golden, Leslie Moatz **
Richmond, Virginia










Haymes, Allison Jones *
Richmond, Virginia
Heird, Kara Elisabeth **^
Chesterfield, Virginia








Hinkle, Ashley Sullivan **
Richmond, Virginia
Hopkins, Heather Lynn **
Flanders, New Jersey




Huggins, Lillie Savage *
Harrisonburg, Virginia
















Justice, Courtney Edmonsdon *
Henrico, Virginia


















Lewis, Erin Marie *
Dallas, Oregon




Lorenz, Carly Kathleen **
Burke, Virginia
School of Nursing
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McManus, Caitlin Anne *
Fairfax, Virginia






Moon, Molly N. *
Richmond, Virginia


















Phillips, Melissa Anne ^
Richmond, Virginia
Richardson, Mary Ellis Pedigo
Richmond, Virginia
Rise, Meghan Diamante **
Chesterfield, Virginia
Roan, Caitlyn Toy **
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Rogers, Nicole Leigh **
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Routten, Emily Elizabeth *
Richmond, Virginia
Rusz, Samantha Snow **
Richmond, Virginia
Saddler, Lindsey Rae *
Warrenton, Virginia
Saufley, Shaina Nunez *
Richmond, Virginia
Schanuel, Sheine Menezes *
Richmond, Virginia






Shultz, Ashley Danielle **
Chester, Virginia
Simons, Christopher L. *
Richmond, Virginia
Sisson, Melissa Grace **
Boones Mill, Virginia
Smarsh, Kimberly Anne ^
Rochester Hills, Michigan
Smith, Angelica Maria **
Petersburg, Virginia




Thomas, Kimberly Joy *
Annandale, Virginia
Thompson, Meghan Blair *
Richmond, Virginia
Tomety, Nathalie Poovi ^
Richmond, Virginia






Vortex, Lotus Of **
Richmond, Virginia
Waterworth, Sarah Hereford **
Richmond, Virginia











Candidates presented by 










Carlin, Jennifer Bennett ^
Richmond, Virginia


















Jenkins, Lakeysha R. ^
Yorktown, Virginia














O’Rourke, Michelle E. ^














Candidates presented by 






Sievers, Lisa Christine ^
Springfield, Virginia
58     VCU Commencement 2013  * Cum Laude     ** Magna Cum Laude     *** Summa Cum Laude      ° University Honors Student      ^ Degree conferred in August 2013
Master of Pharmaceutical 
Sciences
Candidate presented by 





Candidate presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School




Candidates presented by 
Dean Victor A. Yanchick
Chambers, Dawn Michelle ^
Newport News, Virginia
Le, Truong An Phuoc ^
Burke, Virginia
School of Pharmacy
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Bachelor of Social Work
Candidates presented by 
Dean James E. Hinterlong
Ali, Aliyyah Fabiann ^
Brooklyn, New York
Clawson, Michelle Marie **
Vallejo, California




Edwards-Lajoie, Caroline Diane *
Midlothian, Virginia
Jackson, Nicole Yukia ^
Richmond, Virginia
Land, Cody Harrison ^
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Mejia, Manfredo Jr. ^
Arlington, Virginia
Tyson, Katherine Elizabeth *^
New Hope, Pennsylvania
Master of Social Work
Candidates presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Allen, Marcus Nathaniel ^
Rialto, California




Bach, Tia Marie ^
Fredericksburg, Virginia






Corey, Catherine Elizabeth ^
Richmond, Virginia
Dudley, Sharquita R. ^
Washington, D.C.












Milloy, Rebecca Lynn ^
Linden, Virginia
Park, Jessica Rosalie ^
Troy, New York
Scherer, Laura Elizabeth ^
Herndon, Virginia
Schorpp, Emily Mather ^
Charlottesville, Virginia
Scott, Zach Dakota ^
Springfield, Virginia




Willoughby, Anita A. ^
Richmond, Virginia
Zeanah Shelton, Emily Hunter ^
Richmond, Virginia
School of Social Work
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Master of Product 
Innovation
Candidates presented by 










VCU da Vinci Center
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VCU da Vinci Center VCU Life Sciences
Bachelor of Science
Candidates presented by Vice 
Provost Thomas F. Huff
Adnew, Yetmwork A. ^
Environmental Studies
Springfield, Virginia
Balling, Phillip William ^
Environmental Studies
Fairfax, Virginia
Barker, Gregory James ^
Environmental Studies
Richmond, Virginia
Beck, Jason David ^
Environmental Studies
Midlothian, Virginia









Erice, Katherine Alyssa ^
Bioinformatics
Mitchellville, Maryland
Farnsworth, Charles Byron IV *
Environmental Studies
Richmond, Virginia












Holcomb, Ashley Michelle *
Environmental Studies
Yorktown, Virginia












Karpaitis, Michelle Renee ^
Environmental Studies
Virginia Beach, Virginia
Knopf, Jonathan T. **°









Moore, Shana M. *
Environmental Studies
Palmyra, Virginia
Nguyen, Thanh Tuong Ngoc **
Bioinformatics




Phan, Daniel Vinh ^
Environmental Studies
Springfield, Virginia
Redding, Brian Gregory Thomas ^
Environmental Studies and Biology
Severna Park, Maryland





































Candidate presented by 
Dean F. Douglas Boudinot, 
Graduate School
Bolipata, Christopher Allan C. ^
Richmond, Virginia
Master of Environmental 
Studies
Candidates presented by 

























Candidates presented by 
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VCU Office of Research
Master of Science
Candidates presented by Dean F. 
Douglas Boudinot, Graduate School
Price, Sarah Kye ^
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
Vanderbilt, Allison Aileen
Clinical and Translational Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
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Candidates presented by Dean F. 
Douglas Boudinot, Graduate School
Abdullah, Ira Annisa ^
Business
Bandar Lampung, Indonesia
B.S., University of Indonesia
M.Acc., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Influence of Horizontal Equity,  
Self Efficacy, and Ethical Position on the Creation 
of Budgetary Stack”
Dissertation Adviser: Benson Wier, Ph.D.




M.Ed., Indiana University of Pennsylvania
Dissertation: “Completing College: A Longitudinal 
Examination of Potential Antecedents of Post-
Secondary Education Success for Students with 
Disabilities”
Dissertation Adviser: Colleen Thoma, Ph.D.







M.S., Shahid Beheshti University
Dissertation: “Laser Vaporization Controlled 
Condensation (LVCC) and Laser Vaporization 
Solvent Condensation (LVSC) Methods to 
Synthesize the Nancomposites of Metal-, Metal 
Oxide-Graphene, and Metal-Metal Oxide”
Dissertation Adviser: M. Samy El-Shall, Ph.D.




Dissertation: “Identification and Characterization 
of Ethanol Responsive Genes in Caenorhabditis 
Elegans”




B.S., King Abdulaziz University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Characterization of the Role of 
CDK2AP1 in Human Embryonic Stem Cells”
Dissertation Adviser: Raj R. Rao, Ph.D.




M.Div., Saint Vincent Seminary
Dissertation: “Beta 2 Nicotinic Acetylcholine 
Receptor Contributions to Anxiety-like Behavior”




B.S., University of Tehran
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Motion Artifact Reduction in 
Impedance Plethysmography Signal”
Dissertation Adviser: Kayvan Najarian, Ph.D.
Arambakam, Raghu Raja Simha 
Engineering
Hyderabad, India
B.Tech., Jawaharlal Nehru Technological University
M.S., Oklahoma State University
Dissertation: “Modeling Effect of Microstructure on 
the Performance of Fibrous Heat Insulation”
Dissertation Adviser: Hooman Vahedi Tafreshi, Ph.D.
Arief, Nyimas Yaumil Isti ^
Biomedical Engineering
Padang, Indonesia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Automated Detection of Incomplete 
Exhalation as an Indirect Detection of Auto-PEEP 
on Mechanically Ventilated Adults”
Dissertation Adviser: Paul A. Wetzel, Ph.D.
Attah, Isaac Kwame ^
Chemistry
Tema, Ghana
B.Sc., Kwame Nkrumah University of Science  
and Technology
Dissertation: “Binding Energies and Solvation of 
Organic Molecular Ions, Reactions of Transition 
Metal Ions With, and Plasma Discharge Ionization 
of Molecular Clusters”





Media, Art, and Text
Pulaski, Virginia
B.A., University of California, Santa Barbara
M.A., Hollins University
Dissertation: “Doing Memory Work in the Third 
Space Between Self and Community: An Auto-
Ethnography”
Dissertation Adviser: Elizabeth Hodges, Ph.D.




Dissertation: “Positron Emission Tomography for Pre-
Clinical Sub-Volume Dose Escalation”
Dissertation Adviser: Andrei Pugalhisu, Ph.D.
Belvet, Benita P. ^
Counseling Psychology
Fayetteville, North Carolina
B.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Impact of Ambiguous Versus 
Blatant Race Related Stress on Ego Depletion  
in African American Adults”




B.Sc., University of Delhi 
Dissertation: “Role of YKL-40 in Glioma and Sterile 
Inflammation”
Dissertation Adviser: Tomasz Kordula, Ph.D.
Brooks, Justin McRae 
Neuroscience
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute  
and State University
Dissertation: “A Molecular Mechanism Regulating 
the Timing of Corticogeniculate Innervation”
Dissertation Adviser: Michael Fox, Ph.D.




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Personality and Interpersonal 
Predictors Among Ministers: Preference for 
Pastoral Counseling Tasks”
Dissertation Adviser: Micah L. McCreary, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
Doctor of Philosophy
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Burch, Gerald Frank ^
Business
Stephenville, Texas
B.A., University of Texas at Austin
M.S., Naval Postgraduate School
Dissertation: “Interactive Empathy and Leader 
Effectiveness: An Evaluation of How Sensing 
Emotion and Responding with Empathy Influence 
Corporate Leader Effectiveness”
Dissertation Adviser: Ronald H. Humphrey, Ph.D.
Casey, Joseph P. 
Public Policy and Administration
Mechanicsville, Virginia
B.S., University of Richmond
M.P.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Local Government Law Enforcement 
Services: Relationships Between Performance and 
Cost in Collective and Non-Collective Bargaining 
Workforces”
Dissertation Adviser: Blue Wooldridge, D.P.A.




M.S.W., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Exploring Substance Use Disorder 
Community Outpatient Counselors’ Experiences 
Treating Clients with Co-occurring Medical 
Conditions: An Interpretative Phenomenological 
Analysis”





Dissertation: “Markerless Lung Tumor Trajectory 
Estimation in Projections of CBCT Sinogram”
Dissertation Adviser: Geoffrey D. Hugo, Ph.D.
Childress, Cynthia Yae Won ^
Health Services Organization and Research
Cibolo, Texas
B.S., United States Military Academy
M.H.A., Baylor University
Dissertation: “The Impact of War on Military Hospital 
Performance: A Study of Organizational Response 
to an Environmental Jolt”
Dissertation Adviser: Dolores G. Clement, Ph.D.
Chopin, Suzzette M. ^
Counseling Psychology
Houston, Texas
B.A., The George Washington University
Dissertation: “The Role of Positive Emotions in 
Health-Related Outcomes for Caregivers of 
Veterans with Traumatic Brain Injury”
Dissertation Adviser: Steven J. Danish, Ph.D.
Chopski, Steven Gabriel 
Engineering
Roanoke, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Experimental and Computational 
Assessment of Mechanical Circulatory Assistance 
of a Patient-Specific Fontan Vessel Configuration”





B.A., Wake Forest University
M.A., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “Practices of Professionals Providing 
Services to Children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders: Testing the Theory of Planned Behavior 
in Predicting Use of Evidence-Based Interventions 
and Family-Centered Care”
Dissertation Adviser: Barbara J. Myers, Ph.D.
Combee, Susan G. 
Education
Mechanicsville, Virginia
Connery, Michael D. 
Physiology
Richmond, Virginia
Daniel, Amalanayagame Gerard 
Chemistry
Pondicherry, India
B.S., University of Madras
M.Phil., Pondicherry University
Dissertation: “Investigation of Zinc Environment in 
Proteins: The Case of Flexible and Reactive Zinc 
Core of HIV-1 NCp7 Zinc Finger Protein and the 
Unknown Inhibitory Site of Caspases”
Dissertation Adviser: Nicholas P. Farrell, Ph.D.
Darweesh, Ruba S. 
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Amman, Jordan
B.S., Jordan University of Science and Technology
Dissertation: “In Vitro Lung Epithelial Cell Transport 
and Anti-inflammatory Activity for Liposomal 
Ciprofloxacin”
Dissertation Adviser: Masahiro Sakagami, Ph.D.
Delvadia, Poonam R. ^
Pharmaceutical Sciences
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India
B.Pharm., M.Pharm., Gujarat University
Dissertation: “A Novel Biorelevant In Vitro System 
to Predict the In Vitro Performance of Oral 
Transmucosal Products”
Dissertation Adviser: H. Thomas Karnes, Ph.D.
Dibble, Ashley Engels ^
Clinical Psychology
Forest, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Antisocial Behavior From Adolescence 
to Early Adulthood: Heritability, Stability, and 
Correlates Using a Longitudinal Twin Sample”
Dissertation Advisers: Dace Svikis, Ph.D., and 
Danielle Dick, Ph.D.
Elazab, Hany Abdelmenem Abdelrahman 
Engineering
Cairo, Egypt
B.S., M.S., Military Technical College
Dissertation: “Synthesis of Graphene-Supported 
Metallic Nanostructured Materials for Applications 
and Catalysis”
Dissertation Advisers: B. Frank Gupton, Ph.D., and M. 
Samy El-Shall, Ph.D.
Emery, Sean M. 
Pharmacology and Toxicology
Smithfield, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University
Dissertation: “The Aminoalkylindole WIN55, 212-2 
Enhances The Antiproliferative Effects of Radiation 
By Actions At A Novel Receptor Site”
Dissertation Advisers: David A. Gewirtz, Ph.D., and 
Aron H. Lichtman, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Engstrom, Joy Nichole 
Education
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Special Education Teachers’ 
Perspectives on the Implementation of Functional 
Behavior Assessment in Schools”
Dissertation Adviser: John Kregel, Ed.D.
Eonta, Alison Marie 
Clinical Psychology
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
B.A., University of Virginia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Heart Rate Variability as a Moderator 
of Trauma Writing Outcomes”









Dissertation: “Thomas Jeckyll, James McNeill 
Whistler, and the Harmony in Blue and Gold: The 
Peacock Room: A Re-Examination”




B.S., State University of New York College at 
Geneseo
Dissertation: “Neurogenetics of Appetite Control in 
the Worn Caenorhabditis elegans”
Dissertation Adviser: Young-jai You, Ph.D.
Gamage, Thomas F. 
Pharmacology and Toxicology
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Differential Effects of Endocannabinoid 
Catabolic Inhibitors on Opioid Withdrawal in Mice”
Dissertation Adviser: Aron H. Lichtman, Ph.D.
Garland, Vaughn Whitney 
Media, Art, and Text
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., Emory and Henry College
M.F.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Participation in the Digital Public: New 
Media Art as Online Community”
Dissertation Adviser: Richard Fine, Ph.D.
Gendron, Tracey Lee 
Psychology
Midlothian, Virginia
B.A., University of Central Florida
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Development of a Discipline: 
Examination of the Profession of Gerontology and 
Gerontological Professionals”





B.Sc., L.A.D. College, India
Dissertation: “Targeting the Endocannabinoid System 
to Reduce Inflammatory Pain”
Dissertation Adviser: Aron H. Lichtman, Ph.D.
Gomez-Arroyo, Jose G. 
Biochemistry
Mexico City, Mexico
M.D., Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher 
Education
Dissertation: “Metabolic Remodeling and 
Mitochondrial Dysfunction in Maladaptive Right 
Ventricular Hypertrophy Secondary to Pulmonary 
Arterial Hypertension”
Dissertation Advisers: Norbert F. Voelkel, M.D., and 
Antonio Abbate, M.D.
Green, Christopher W. 
Engineering
Fredericksburg, Virginia
Hammouri, Hanan Moh’D Hussein 
Biostatistics
Richmond, Virginia
B.Sc., M.Sc., Jordan University of Science and 
Technology
Dissertation: “Review and Extension for O’Brien-
Fleming Hypothesis Testing Procedure”
Dissertation Adviser: Roy Sabo, Ph.D.




M.S., University of Tennessee
Dissertation: “Development and Validation of a 
Predictive Model of Return to Work Outcomes of 
Injured Employees in Minnesota”
Dissertation Adviser: Christine A. Reid, Ph.D.
Harenza, Jo Lynne ^
Pharmacology and Toxicology
Mountain Top, Pennsylvania
B.S., The Pennsylvania State University
M.S., Arcadia University
Dissertation: “Genetic Dissection of Behavioral 
Quantitative Trait Loci (QTL) of Substances of 
Abuse”




B.A., La Salle University
M.S., St. Joseph’s University
Dissertation: “Transitioning from a Traditional 
Nursing Home Environment to Green House 
Homes: What are Stakeholders’ Attitudes Toward 
and Satisfaction with the Small House Care 
Environment”
Dissertation Advisers: J. James Cotter, Ph.D., and E. 
Ayn Welleford, Ph.D.
Hoffman, David B. 
Medical Physics
Moraga, California
B.S., University of Richmond
Dissertation: “Hybrid PET/MRI Nano particle Probe 
Development and Multi-modal Imaging”
Dissertation Adviser: Jamal Zweit, Ph.D.
Hollins, Samantha Marsh 
Education
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., M.T., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Using Coaching as a Professional 
Development Modality to Train Teachers in the 
Use of Evidence Based Practices for Students With 
Autism Spectrum Disorders”
Dissertation Adviser: Paul Gerber, Ph.D.
Holmes, Annette M. 
Public Policy and Administration
Chesterfield, Virginia
Doctor of Philosophy
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Holmes, Tamarah Aundrena 
Public Policy and Administration
Newark, New Jersey
B.A., Drew University
M.S., The New School for Social Research
Dissertation: “Playing in the Sandbox: Using Mixed 
Methods and Social Network Analysis to Examine 
Interorganizational Relationships Between 
Nonprofit Housing Organizations in the Richmond 
Metropolitan Area”





Dissertation: “Regularization Methods for 
Predicting an Ordinal Response under Large-scale 
Longitudinal High-dimensionality Scenario”
Dissertation Adviser: Kellie J. Archer, Ph.D.
Hubbard, Rebecca Renee ^
Counseling Psychology
Berlin, Germany
B.A., Saint Augustine’s College
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Racial Socialization in Black-White 
Interracial Family in Virginia”
Dissertation Adviser: Shawn O. Utsey, Ph.D.




Dissertation: “Novel Methods in Magnetic 
Nanoparticle Synthesis”
Dissertation Adviser: Everett E. Carpenter, Ph.D. 
Islam, Leila Zebin 
Clinical Psychology
Portsmouth, Virginia
B.S., The College of William and Mary
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Using Behavioral Incentives to Promote 
Exercise Compliance in Women with Cocaine 
Dependence”








Dissertation: “Non-uniform B-spline Deformable 
Image Registration”
Dissertation Adviser: Martin J. Murphy, Ph.D.




M.A., Richmont Graduate University
Dissertation: “Inspiration: Examining Its Emotional 
Correlates and Relationship to Internalized Values”





M.S., Ball State University
Dissertation: “On Problems in Wireless Sensor 
Networks”




B.S., Boromrajonani College of Nursing, Thailand
M.S., Khon Kaen University
Dissertation: “Breastfeeding Influencing Factors in 
Thai Adolescent Mothers”




B.S., The New College, Chennai
M.S., University of Madras
Dissertation: “Fabrication of Surface Amine 
Gradients By Controlled Rate Infusion for 
Chromatographic Applications”
Dissertation Adviser: Maryanne Collinson, Ph.D.
Kardouni, Joseph R. 
Rehabilitation and Movement Science
Palmdale, California
B.A., University of Mississippi
M.P.T., Baylor University
Dissertation: “The Effects of Thoracic Spinal 
Manipulation on Thoracic Spine and Shoulder 
Kinematics, Thoracic Spine Flexion/Extension, 
and Pressure Pain Sensitivity in Patients with 
Subacromial Pain Syndrome”
Dissertation Adviser: Lori A. Michener, Ph.D.
Kelly, Nichole R. ^
Counseling Psychology
Fredericksburg, Virginia
B.S., University of Virginia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Associations Between Binge Eating 
and Executive Functioning Among Young Women”
Dissertation Adviser: Suzanne Mazzeo, Ph.D.
Kim, Leejin 
Media, Art, and Text
Seoul, South Korea
B.F.A., Seoul National University
M.F.A., University of Pennsylvania
Dissertation: “Anatomy-driven Affective Facial Action 
Model and Its Application to Art”
Dissertation Adviser: David Golumbia, Ph.D.
Kopacki, Christopher Glenn ^
Public Policy and Administration
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Bluefield College
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Examining the CSI Effect and the 
Influence of Forensic Crime Television on Future 
Jobs”
Dissertation Adviser: William C. Bosher, Jr., Ed.D.
Kramer, Alison M. 
Clinical Psychology
Chicago, Illinois
Kurland, Nicholas E. 
Engineering
Virginia Beach, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Development of Smart Biomaterial 
Architectures through Natural and Engineered 
Sick”
Dissertation Adviser: Vamsi K. Yadavalli, Ph.D.
Lane, Kristin Downie 
Microbiology and Immunology
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Christopher Newport University
M.S., Old Dominion University
Dissertation: “Transcriptional Crosstalk between 
Helper Bacteriophages and Staphylococcus Aureus 
Pathogenicity Islands”
Dissertation Adviser: Gail Christie, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Lazenka, Matthew Frederick 
Neuroscience
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., East Tennessee State University
Dissertation: “THC-mediated Induction of FosB and 
Its Modulation of CB1 Receptor Signaling and 
Adaptation”
Dissertation Adviser: Laura Sim-Selley, Ph.D.
Lee, Deidra Jeanee 
Media, Art, and Text
Chester, Virginia
B.A., Virginia State University
M.A., Old Dominion University
Dissertation: “Broken News: Market Segmentation 
and Selective Exposure in Online News”




B.S., M.S., China Pharmaceutical University
Dissertation: “Tobramyan Disposition in the Lung 
Following Airway Administration”





Dissertation: “The Metabolic Transitions Regulated 
by the Estrogen-Related Receptor (ERR) in 
Drosophila”
Dissertation Adviser: Keith D. Baker, Ph.D.
Mack, Laurin Jarrold ^
Clinical Psychology
Middleburg, Virginia
B.A., University of Virginia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Evaluating the Effects of a Group 
Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for Veterans with 
Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and Insomnia:  
A Pilot Study”
Dissertation Adviser: Bruce Rybarczyk, Ph.D.
Madej, Roberta Marie 
Health Related Sciences
San Leandro, California
B.S., San Jose State University
M.S., San Francisco State University
M.B.A., St. Mary’s University
Dissertation: “The Impact of Imprecision in HCV 
Viral Load Test Result on Clinicians’ Therapeutic 
Management Decisions and on the Economic 
Value of the Test”




B.S., M.S., University of North Carolina at Charlotte
Dissertation: “Mammary Epithelial Cells Cultured 
onto Non-Woven Nanofiber Electrospun Silk-
Based Biomaterials to Engineer Breast Tissue 
Models”
Dissertation Adviser: Christopher A. Lemmon, Ph.D.





Dissertation: “The Role of Pain-Related 
Catastrophizing in Outcomes and Recovery from 
Minimally Invasive and Surgical Procedures for 
Treating Temporomandibular Disorders”
Dissertation Adviser: Stephen M. Auerbach, Ph.D.
Martin, Kasey J. 
Public Policy and Administration
Williamsburg, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State  
University
Dissertation: “Implementing Social Equity in the 
Public Sector: How Community Colleges Achieve 
the Dream”
Dissertation Adviser: Susan T. Gooden, Ph.D.
McGann, Amanda Wattenmaker ^
Education
Woodbridge, Virginia
B.S., James Madison University
M.P.H., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Effects of Sleep Problems 
and Depression on Alcohol-Related Negative 
Consequences Among College Students”
Dissertation Adviser: James McMillan, Ph.D.
McGee, Jeffrey Warren ^
Education
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State  
University
M.Ed., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Negotiating the Double Mandate: 
Mapping Ethical Conflict Experienced by Practicing 
Educational Leaders”
Dissertation Adviser: Kurt Stemhagen, Ph.D.
Mills, Scott DePre 
Media, Art, and Text
Richmond, Virginia
B.F.A., M.F.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Old World, New Media”







B.Pharm., Manipal College of Pharmaceutical  
Sciences
M.Pharm., National Institute of Pharmaceutical 
Education and Research
Dissertation: “Understanding Alcohol Use in 
Community-dwelling Older Adults: A Focus on 
Effects of Alcohol and Central Nervous System 
Medications on the Risk of Injurious Falls”
Dissertation Adviser: Patricia W. Slattum, Pharm.D., 
Ph.D.
Neff, Molly R. ^
Counseling Psychology
Houston, Texas
B.A., The College of William and Mary
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Relationships Among Acculturation, 
Self-positivity Bias, Stigma, and Condom Use  
in a Sample of Urban College Students”
Dissertation Advisers: Rosalie Corona, Ph.D., Micah 
McCreary, Ph.D., Wendy Kliewer, Ph.D., Kathleen 
Ingram, Ph.D., and Hongjie Liu, Ph.D.
Newton, Jason Charles ^
Biochemistry
Erie, Pennsylvania
B.S., Edinboro University of Pennsylvania
Dissertation: “Differentiating Physiological and 
Pathological Coagulopathy in Trauma”
Dissertation Adviser: Robert F. Diegelmann, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.S., University of Rhode Island
M.S., Polytechnic Institute of New York
Dissertation: “Signal Processing of 
Electroencephalogram for the Detection of 
Attentiveness Towards Short Training Videos”
Dissertation Adviser: Rosalyn Hargraves, Ph.D. 




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Association Between Concomitant 
use of Bisphosphonate Therapy and Selective 
Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors (SSRIs) and 
Increased Risk Osteoporotic-Related Fractures: 
A Study Among Community-dwelling Older 
Postmenopausal Women”
Dissertation Advisers: Spencer Harpe, Pharm.D., 
Ph.D., and Patricia W. Slattum, Pharm.D., Ph.D.







M.S.W., University of South Carolina
Dissertation: “Older MSM and HIV/AIDS: A 
Grounded Theory Study to Inform Prevention”
Dissertation Adviser: Elizabeth Cramer, Ph.D.
Pakyz, Amy Lynn 
Health Services Organization and Research
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Pennsylvania State University, University Park
M.S., University of Virginia
Pharm.D., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Clostridium Difficile Infection 
Occurrence in Academic Health Centers:  
Do Organizational Factors Matter?”
Dissertation Adviser: Yasar A. Ozcan, Ph.D.




Dissertation: “In-Vitro PK/PD Profiling and Modeling 
of the Anti-sickling Agents, 5-hydroxy Methyl 
Furfural (5-HMF) and Novel Synthetic Allosteric 
Effectors of Hemoglobin (AEH) in Human Whole 
Blood”
Dissertation Adviser: Jurgen Venitz, M.D., Ph.D.
Podhaizer, Elizabeth M. 
Pharmacology and Toxicology
Essex, Vermont
B.S., St. Lawrence University
Dissertation: “A Novel Role for CCR5 in Morphine 
and HIV-1 Mediated Nevrode Generation”
Dissertation Adviser: Kurt F. Hauser, Ph.D.
Powell, Priscilla Wyatt ^
Clinical Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., Washington and Lee University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Sociodemographic Risk Factors of 
Metabolic Control for Youth with T1D: Cross-
sectional and Longitudinal Patterns of HbA1c”
Dissertation Adviser: Clarissa S. Holmes, Ph.D.
Rabender, Christopher S. 
Pharmacology and Toxicology
Colonial Heights, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Role of Nitric Oxide Synthase 
Dysregulation in Tumor Maintenance”




B.Sc., St. Xaviers College
M.Sc., University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “Role of TYK2 in Regulating Obesity”
Dissertation Adviser: Andrew C. Larner, Ph.D.
Randolph, Aaron L. 
Integrative Life Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., B.A., Hampden-Sydney College
Dissertation: “Voltage Sensing in Hv1: Hydrogen (H+) 
Selective Ion Channels”
Dissertation Adviser: I. Scott Ramsey, Ph.D.
Reese, Sarah Elizabeth ^
Biostatistics
Arlington, Virginia
B.S., University of Mary Washington
Dissertation: “Detecting and Correcting Batch Effects 
in High-Throughput Genomic Experiments”
Dissertation Adviser: Kellie J. Archer, Ph.D.
Reeves, Kevin P. 
Education
Southfield, Michigan
Reinhard, Stella Kaufmann 




Dissertation: “The e-Volving PictureBook: Examining 
Past and Current Impacts of New e-Media/
Technology on the Design, Content and Function  
of the ‘Published’ Children’s Narrative”
Dissertation Advisers: Noreen Barnes, Ph.D., Valerie 
Robnolt, Ph.D., Elizabeth Hodges, Ph.D., Jorge 
Benitez and Paul Otto
Riggs, Marion Joseph 
Integrative Life Sciences
Tampa, Florida
B.S., M.S., University of South Florida
Dissertation: “Rho Signaling in Genetically Modified 
Human Pluripotent Stem Cells”
Dissertation Adviser: Raj R. Rao, Ph.D.
Rosen, Benjamin V. 
Counseling Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
Ruijer, Hendrika Jacoba Maria 
Public Policy and Administration
Amsterdam, Netherlands
M.Com.Sci., University of Amsterdam
Dissertation: “Proactive Transparency and 
Government Communication in the USA  
and the Netherlands”
Dissertation Adviser: Jason Arnold, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Saleem, Sheinei J. ^
Microbiology and Immunology
Centreville, Virginia
B.S., James Madison University
M.T.(ASCP), Inova Fairfax Hospital
Dissertation: “ADAM10 Overexpression Dysregulates 
Noton Signaling in Favor of Myeloid Derived 
Suppressor Cell (MPSC) Accumulation that 
Differentially Modulates the Host Response 
Depending on Immune Stimuli and Interaction with 
Mast Cells”
Dissertation Adviser: Daniel H. Conrad, Ph.D.
Seashols, Sarah Joy 
Biochemistry
West Point, Virginia
B.S., The College of William and Mary
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Variation and Modulation of MicroRNA 
Expression in Prostate Cancer and Secretions”
Dissertation Adviser: Zendra E. Zehner, Ph.D.
Selaya, Susan Daniela 
Chemistry
Los Angeles, California
B.S., University of California, San Diego
M.S., University of California, Los Angeles
Dissertation: “Designing Fluorescent Electrophilic 
Bait to Selectively Capture Proteins of Interest”
Dissertation Adviser: Matthew Hartman, Ph.D.
Shaak, Thomas Lee ^
Integrative Life Sciences
Lebanon, Pennsylvania
B.S., University of Pennsylvania
M.S., Medical University of South Carolina
Dissertation: “Androstene Hormone Epimers 
Regulate ER Stress and Core Regulatory Genes: 
Network Analysis with Applications to Glioma 
Pressure Ulcers”
Dissertation Adviser: Robert Diegelmann, Ph.D., 
Roger Loria, Ph.D.,  Danail Bonchev, Ph.D., John 




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Assessment and Prediction of 
Cardiovascular Status During Cardiac Arrest 
Through Machine Learning and Dynamic Time-
Series Analysis”
Dissertation Adviser: Kayvan Najarian, Ph.D.
Shay, Laura Aubree 
Social and Behavioral Health
San Antonio, Texas
B.S., Trinity University
M.S., University of Texas
Dissertation: “Patient Perceptions of Shared Decision 
Making: What Does It Mean and How Does It 
Affect Patient Outcomes?”
Dissertation Adviser: Jennifer Elston Lafata, Ph.D.
Shiflett, Sheri Anne ^
Integrative Life Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Physiological Mechanisms of Shrub 
Encroachment: Linking Enhanced Hydraulic 
Capacity to Efficient Light Capture and Processing”
Dissertation Advisers: Donald R. Young, Ph.D., and 
Julie C. Zinnert, Ph.D.
Sinks, Shuxian Zhang 
Biostatistics
Richmond, Virginia
B.A., Shenyang Pharmaceutical University
Dissertation: “Adaptive Randomization Design 
through Primary and Auxiliary Outcomes”
Dissertation Adviser: Roy Sabo, Ph.D.




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Primary Caregivers of Children with 
Williams Syndrome: Posttraumatic Growth and 
Related Health Outcomes”
Dissertation Adviser: Marilyn Stern, Ph.D.
Sokhi, Upneet Kaur 
Human Genetics
Richmond, Virginia
B.Sc., M.S., Bangalore University
Dissertation: “Analysis of hPNPase Functions”
Dissertation Adviser: Paul B. Fisher, Ph.D.
Sorrell, Mary E. 
Pharmacology and Toxicology
Richmond, Virginia
Spratley, Edward Meade 
Biomedical Engineering
Powhatan, Virginia
B.S., University of Virginia
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Patient-Specific Modeling of Adult 
Acquired Flatfoot Deformity Before and After 
Surgery”




M.S., AGM University of Science and Technology
Dissertation: “Multi-column Multi-layer 
Computational Model of Neocortex”
Dissertation Adviser: Krzysztof Cios, Ph.D.
Sweet, Marshall Louis ^
Engineering
Stephenson, Virginia
B.S., James Madison University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Water Soluble Polymer Solar Cells 
from Electrospray Deposition”
Dissertation Adviser: James T. McLeskey Jr., Ph.D.






B.S., Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State  
University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Longitudinal Relations between 
Dating Violence Victimization and Perpetration and 
Substance Use: The Moderating Role of Gender 
and School Norms for Dating Violence”




B.S., M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Feature Ranking Methods for Solving 
Machine Learning Tasks”
Dissertation Advisers: Vojislav Kecman, Ph.D., 
Tomasz Arodz, Ph.D., Krzystof Cios, Ph.D., 
Dragoljub Pokrajac, Ph.D., and Milos Manic, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy
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Titchner, Denicia Katherine Holley ^
Clinical Psychology
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba
B.A., The College of William and Mary
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “The Relation Between Patterns of 
Beliefs about Fighting and Social Information-
Processing Differences in Cognitions, Goals, and 
the Response-Decision Process in Adolescents”




B.Tech., Uttar Pradesh Technical University
M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “A Computational Framework for the 
Design and Analysis of the Thermobifida fusca 
Metabolic Network”
Dissertation Adviser: Stephen S. Fong, Ph.D.




M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Calcium/Calmodulin-Department 
Protein Kinase II Beta (CaMKIIβ): A Regulator of 
Oligodendrocyte Maturation and Myelination”
Dissertation Adviser: Babette Fuss, Ph.D.
Walavalkar, Ninad M. ^
Integrative Life Sciences
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., M.S., University of Mumbai
Dissertation: “The Structural Basis of DNA Binding 
Complexes”






M.S., Shanghai Institute of Materia Medica
Dissertation: “Assessment of the Drug-Drug 
Interaction Potential of Anionic Components in 
the Diet and Herbal Medicines on Organic Anion 
Transports (SLC22 family)”
Dissertation Adviser: Douglas H. Sweet, Ph.D.
Ward, Garrett L. 
Engineering
Hopewell, Virginia
Warner, Jonathan Andrew 
Pharmacology and Toxicology
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Behavioral and Genomic 
Characterization of Scheduled Ethanol Deprivation 
in Mice”
Dissertation Adviser: Michael Miles, M.D., Ph.D.
Wiebelhaus, Jason M. 
Psychology
Richmond, Virginia
Wilk, Amber R. ^
Biostatistics
Simpsonville, South Carolina
B.S., Utah State University
Dissertation: “The Estimation of Evaluation of 
Optimal Thresholds for Two Sequential Testing 
Strategies”
Dissertation Adviser: Donna K. McClish, Ph.D.
Williams, Larry Ritchie Jr. 
Engineering
Henrico, Virginia
B.A., Virginia Military Institute
M.S., University of Southern California
Dissertation: “The Use of Relation Valued Attributes 
in Support of Fuzzy Data”
Dissertation Adviser: Lorraine M. Parker, Ph.D. 
Wilson, William C. ^
Engineering
Poquoson, Virginia
B.S., M.S., Christopher Newport University
Dissertation: “Multifunctional Orthogonally-
Frequency-Coded SAW Strain Sensor”
Dissertation Adviser: Gary Atkinson, Ph.D.
Wolf, Stephanie Susanne Genser ^
Clinical Psychology
Potomac, Maryland
B.A., University of Rochester
J.D., University of Maryland
Dissertation: “Children Who Have Experienced 
Trauma: An Examination of the Role of Race, 
Ethnicity, and Cultural Factors in Presenting 
Symptoms and After Three Months of Treatment”
Dissertation Adviser: Barbara J. Myers, Ph.D.
Woolridge, Charlette T. ^
Public Policy and Administration
Richmond, Virginia
B.S., Virginia Union University
M.S., Central Michigan University
Dissertation: “The Impact of Substance Abuse  
in High Risk, Rural Virginia Counties”





M.S., Tennessee Technological University
Dissertation: “Performance and Reliability Study 
and Exploration of NAND Flash-based Solid State 
Drives”
Dissertation Advisers: Xubin He, Ph.D., Preetam 
Ghosh, Ph.D., Weijun Xiao, Ph.D., Robert Klenke, 




B.S., University of Science and Technology of China
M.S., North China Institute of Computing 
Technology
Dissertation: “Exploring Hybrid SPM-Cache 
Architecture to Improve Performance and Energy 
Efficiency for Real-time Computing”





M.S., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “Experimental Determination and 
Equation of State Modeling of High-Pressure 
Fluid Behavior: From Small Molecules to Polymer 
Solutions”
Dissertation Adviser: Mark A. McHugh, Ph.D.
Zamora, Guido Esteban Alvarez 
Media, Art, and Text
Cuenca, Ecuador
B.F.A., Universidad del Azuay
M.F.A., Virginia Commonwealth University
Dissertation: “VIRTUALLY NOBODY: Creation and 
Nurturing of Virtual Bodies in Cyberspace as 
Hybrid Media Design Methodology”
Dissertation Adviser: Richard Fine, Ph.D.
Doctor of Philosophy




B.E., China Pharmaceutical University
M.S., The University of Toledo
Dissertation: “In Vitro Inhibition of Phenylephric 
Sulfation by Pheobic Dietary Compounds”





M.Phil., The University of Hong Kong
Dissertation: “DC, Microwave, and Noise Properties 
of Gan Based Heterojunction Field Effect 
Transistors and Their Reliability Issues”
Dissertation Adviser: Hadis Markoç, Ph.D.
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Dear graduate,
On behalf of VCU Alumni, I am privileged and honored to congratu-
late you on this wonderful occasion. Although you likely received 
much support and encouragement from your families and friends, this 
is a personal educational achievement that is a tribute to your hard 
work and intellectual perseverance. 
As you bring this chapter of your academic career to a close, we hope 
you will recognize that your university and your alumni organizations 
have provided you with solid ground from which to grow. We also 
hope that you, as alumni, will use your significant talents and energies 
to not only continue your alumni organizations’ stewardship for future 
generations but also to expand upon it.
We invite you to join more than 165,000 VCU alumni throughout the world and, with words 
and deeds, show the excellence and quality of your education. Be proud of your university, 
because we are proud of you! Our wish for each of you is that you realize your full potential and, 
in doing so, find a method of contributing back to society and the university in a way that is 
meaningful for you.
I hope you will become an active member of VCU Alumni and get fully engaged with your alma 
mater. We won’t be the best VCU Alumni we can be without U!
Yours for VCU,
W. Baxter Perkinson Jr., D.D.S. (D.D.S. ’70)
President, VCU Alumni 
As one of only 28 public universities with academic medi-
cal centers to be designated by the Carnegie Foundation as 
“Community Engaged” with “Very High Research Activity,” 
Virginia Commonwealth University has cemented its reputa-
tion as one of the nation’s top 50 public research universities. 
Under the leadership of President Michael Rao, Ph.D., 
VCU boasts $248 million in funded research, as well as 
33 graduate programs ranked nationally by U.S. News 
& World Report. And, through the guidance of its stra-
tegic plan, Quest for Distinction, VCU remains poised 
to further its status as a premier, urban public institution 
able to meet the demands of diverse populations through 
impactful research, rigorous study and extensive commu-
nity engagement.  
This mission traces its roots to two institutions: the 
Medical College of Virginia, established in 1838 as the 
medical department of Hampden-Sydney College, and the 
Richmond School of Social Economy, founded indepen-
dently in 1917 and operated as the Richmond division of 
The College of William & Mary beginning in 1925. 
MCV, after gaining independence in 1854, became state-
affiliated in 1860, while in 1939, The 
College of William & Mary changed 
the name of its Richmond division to 
Richmond Professional Institute, which 
then went on to become an independent 
state institution in 1962. 
Spurred by recommendations set forth 
in a 1967 legislative report commissioned 
by Edward A. Wayne Sr., president of 
the Richmond Federal Reserve Bank, 
city and state leaders began to envi-
sion a comprehensive and diverse urban 
university born from the infrastructure 
and resources of MCV and RPI. In 1968, 
Gov. Mills E. Godwin Jr. signed that bold 
vision into existence as VCU. 
Today, VCU serves an integral role in 
the economic and cultural vitality of the 
city and the state, educating the current 
and future workforce, reaching out to the community, 
advancing research and enhancing patient care.
The university enrolls more than 31,000 students in 
222 degree and certificate programs in the arts, sciences 
and humanities. Sixty-seven of the programs are unique in 
Virginia, many of them crossing the disciplines of VCU’s 13 
schools and one college. VCU has a full-time instructional 
faculty of more than 2,100 who are nationally and inter-
nationally recognized for excellence in the arts, business, 
education, engineering, the humanities, the life sciences, 
social work and all the health care professions. 
VCU students and faculty live and work in locations 
around the state and around the world, including at the 
VCU School of the Arts in Qatar, which has been awarding 
fine arts degrees since 2002. The School of Medicine and 
the School of Pharmacy collaborated with the Inova Health 
System in Northern Virginia to establish the VCU-Inova 
Campus for third- and fourth-year medical and pharmacy 
students, and the School of Pharmacy opened a second 
satellite location for Doctor of Pharmacy students at the 
University of Virginia Medical Center in Charlottesville. 
As one of the pre-eminent, com-
prehensive academic medical centers 
in the nation — and a No. 1 hospital 
in Virginia as ranked in 2013 by U.S. 
News & World Report — the VCU 
Medical Center offers state-of-the-art 
care in more than 200 specialty areas, 
many of national and international 
note, including organ transplanta-
tion, head and spinal cord trauma, 
burn healing and cancer treatment.
 VCU and the VCU Health 
System have been honored with pres-
tigious national and international 
recognition for top-quality graduate, 
professional and medical-care pro-
grams, reflecting a commitment to be 
among America’s top research uni-
versities focused on student learning.
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DCommencementgCongratulations to all!
Dec. 14, 2013
The Stuart C. Siegel Center ✧ Richmond, Virginia
Virginia Commonwealth University traces its roots to two institutions: the Medical College of Virginia, 
established in 1838 as the medical department of Hampden-Sydney College, and the Richmond Professional 
Institute, founded in 1917 as the Richmond School of Social Economy. In 1968, RPI and MCV merged 
to become VCU. A lot has changed since those early days, but through it all VCU and its predecessors 
have proved that making a difference — in the community, Virginia and the world — is in our genes. 
We hope you’ll join us as we celebrate VCU’s 175th anniversary and look forward to the future.
